
1471Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994 / July 12

proud of you. We honor your service. We
thank you for it, and I am very glad that we
all had the chance to be together this
evening.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:10 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Chief Master Sgt. Wayne
Bailey, senior enlisted adviser for the U.S. Air
Force in Europe; Gen. George A. Joulwan, Su-
preme Allied Commander, Europe; Gen. Robert
C. Oaks, Commander, U.S. Air Force in Europe;
Minister President Rudolf Scharping of Rhine-
land-Palatinate; and Col. Steve Caine, Vice Com-
mander, 86th Wing.

Remarks on Arrival in Berlin,
Germany
July 11, 1994

Thank you very much. Mr. Mayor, Mrs.
Diepgen, ladies and gentlemen, it is a great
honor for me to be the first American Presi-
dent to visit a united Berlin in a united Ger-
many. For so long this great city was the sym-
bol of our quest for freedom everywhere.
Today it is the symbol of the most fundamen-
tal fact of modern times, the unstoppable ad-
vance of democracy.

Goethe wrote, ‘‘That which you inherit
from your fathers you must earn in order to
possess.’’ The German people hardly need
a reminder that freedom can never be taken
for granted. You have earned it many times
over. But we cannot simply celebrate what
has already been won. Now we must spread
the bounties of freedom. Today’s changing
world must lead to tomorrow’s prosperity. It
is fitting that tomorrow’s summit of the
United States and the European Union is
being held here. Berlin is at the center of
Europe, the center of its culture, its com-
merce, its hopes, and its dream for a united
and free Europe.

For 50 years, Americans and Berliners
have forged the bonds of friendship. Even
though our American military will soon leave
Berlin, America’s ties will continue, through
the rest of our troops in Germany, through
thousands of American civilians, business-
men, students, and artists who will remain
and who will contribute to your life and your
prosperity.

Mr. Mayor, on behalf of all the American
people, we congratulate you again on your
freedom and your unity, and we stand with
you as we walk together into the future.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:15 p.m. at Tegel
Airport. In his remarks, he referred to Mayor
Eberthart Diepgen of Berlin, and his wife,
Monika.

Remarks to the Citizens of Berlin
July 12, 1994

Citizens of free Berlin, citizens of united
Germany, Chancellor Kohl, Mayor Diepgen,
Berliners the world over, thank you for this
wonderful welcome to your magnificent city.

We stand together where Europe’s heart
was cut in half and we celebrate unity. We
stand where crude walls of concrete sepa-
rated mother from child and we meet as one
family. We stand where those who sought a
new life instead found death. And we rejoice
in renewal. Berliners, you have won your
long struggle. You have proved that no wall
can forever contain the mighty power of free-
dom. Within a few years, an American Presi-
dent will visit a Berlin that is again the seat
of your government. And I pledge to you
today a new American Embassy will also
stand in Berlin.

Half a century has passed since Berlin was
first divided, 33 years since the Wall went
up. In that time, one-half of this city lived
encircled and the other half enslaved. But
one force endured, your courage. Your cour-
age has taken many forms: the bold courage
of June 17th, 1953, when those trapped in
the East threw stones at the tanks of tyranny;
the quiet courage to lift children above the
wall so that their grandparents on the other
side could see those they loved but could not
touch; the inner courage to reach for the
ideas that make you free; and the civil cour-
age, civil courage of 5 years ago when, start-
ing in the strong hearts and candlelit streets
of Leipzig, you turned your dreams of a bet-
ter life into the chisels of liberty.

Now, you who found the courage to en-
dure, to resist, to tear down the Wall, must
found a new civil courage, the courage to
build. The Berlin Wall is gone. Now our gen-
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eration must decide, what will we build in
its place? Standing here today, we can see
the answer: a Europe where all nations are
independent and democratic; where free
markets and prosperity know no borders;
where our security is based on building
bridges, not walls; where all our citizens can
go as far as their God-given abilities will take
them and raise their children in peace and
hope.

The work of freedom is not easy. It re-
quires discipline, responsibility, and a faith
strong enough to endure failure and criti-
cism. And it requires vigilance. Here in Ger-
many, in the United States, and throughout
the entire world, we must reject those who
would divide us with scalding words about
race, ethnicity, or religion. I appeal especially
to the young people of this nation; believe
you can live in peace with those who are dif-
ferent from you. Believe in your own future.
Believe you can make a difference and sum-
mon your own courage to build, and you will.

There is reason for you to believe. Already,
the new future is taking shape in the growing
chorus of voices that speak the common lan-
guage of democracy; in the growing econo-
mies of Western Europe, the United States,
and our partners; in the progress of economic
reform, democracy, and freedom in lands
that were not free; in NATO’s Partnership
For Peace where 21 nations have joined in
military cooperation and pledge to respect
each other’s borders.

It is to all of you in pursuit of that new
future that I say in the name of the pilots
whose airlift kept Berlin alive, in the name
of the sentries at Checkpoint Charlie who
stood face-to-face with enemy tanks, in the
name of every American President who has
come to Berlin, in the name of the American
forces who will stay in Europe to guard free-
dom’s future, in all of their names I say,
Amerika steht an ihrer Seite, jetzt und fuer
immer. America is on your side now and for-
ever.

Moments ago, with my friend Chancellor
Kohl, I walked where my predecessors could
not, through the Brandenburg Gate. For over
two centuries in every age, that gate has been
a symbol of the time. Sometimes it has been
a monument to conquest and a tower of tyr-
anny. But in our own time, you, courageous

Berliners, have again made the Brandenburg
what its builders meant it to be, a gateway.
Now, together, we can walk through that
gateway to our destiny, to a Europe united,
united in peace, united in freedom, united
in progress for the first time in history. Noth-
ing will stop us. All things are possible. Nichts
wird uns aufhalten. Alles ist moeglich. Berlin
ist frei. Berlin is free.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 1:15
p.m. at the Brandenburg Gate. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Remarks to the Departing United
States Troops in Berlin
July 12, 1994

Thank you, General Maddox, Chancellor
and Mrs. Kohl, Mayor and Mrs. Diepgen,
General Joulwan, General Yates, Ambassador
Holbrooke, members of the Berlin Brigade.

Let me first say a word of appreciation to
those who have spoken before: to General
Yates for his moving statement of commit-
ment and a shared experience you have had
here in protecting freedom and in your work
since the end of the cold war in Iraq and
Turkey and Macedonia and elsewhere; Gen-
eral Maddox for his leadership and continu-
ing commitment to our presence in Europe;
and especially to my friend Chancellor Kohl,
for it is what has happened in the last few
years since the Wall fell which has proved
that your enduring sacrifice was worth it. We
are marking the end of a half a century of
sacrifice on freedom’s frontier. But we are
celebrating a new beginning. Chancellor
Kohl, I thank you for being America’s great
friend and for proving in the inordinate sac-
rifices made by the German people and the
German Government since the Wall came
down that unification can be a reality, that
Germany can be whole and one and a full
partnership in leading the world to a better
tomorrow. America is in your debt, sir.

In 1945, at the dawn of the cold war, Presi-
dent Truman came here to Berlin. From atop
the American headquarters he raised high
the Stars and Stripes and stated then his hope
that one day Berlin would be part of what
he called a better world, a peaceful world,
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